Priming, recognition and autonomic discrimination in amnesia.
Six individuals with amnesia and matched healthy controls participated. There were two objectives. First, determine whether physiological activity at encoding relates to whether a word shows autonomic priming or is recognized. Second, propose a model for understanding relationships between recognition and autonomic priming. In amnesics, 'unrecognized' words were associated with better autonomic discrimination and lower levels of physiological activity at encoding. In healthy participants and amnesics, 'recognized' words were associated with poorer autonomic priming and higher levels of physiological activity at encoding. A state-dependent, activation-fractionation-inhibition model is proposed involving an orienting response elicited by preference and search and modulated by underlying memory strength.